Appropriation of Palestine’s Natural Resources by Israel
Actions by Israel from 1967:
In contravention of accepted international agreements (see attached), Israel has:

1) Appropriated the vast majority of the West Bank ground-water for use within Israel and Israeli settlements in Palestinian lands. 

2) Denied all access to surface (i.e. Jordan River) water. 

Specifics: The Mountain Aquifer roughly coincides with the boundaries of the West Bank. Main components are: 

· Yarkon- Tanninim Aquifer (west): Of 340 million cubic meters/ year (MCM/Y), only 20 MCM/Y allotted to Palestine. 
· Nablus – Gilboa Aquifer (north): Of 115 MCM/Y all allotted to Israeli kibbutzim in Galilee for irrigation.

· Eastern Aquifer: Of 100 MCM/Y, 40 MCM/Y to Israeli settlements in Jordan Valley, and 60 MCM/Y to Palestinians.  

Thus about 86% of the groundwaters underlying the West Bank are pumped out for use by Israel: “Making the blooms desert” for Palestine. 

Israel’s Ministry of Environment stated that the sustainable yield of the Mountain Aquifer is about 460 MCM, vs. 592 MCM extracted by Israel (World Bank, 1999). This extraction by Israel is also 230 MCM in excess of the Oslo Accords agreements. 

Mechanisms:

· 1967: Israel establishes control over all water resources in Occupied Territories: all Palestinian water resources are declared Israeli state property. 

· Israeli military commanders given complete authority over all water resources in West bank 

· Palestinians prohibited for developing water resources without Israeli permit.  This extends beyond drilling wells and maintaining existing infrastructure, it even extends to capture of rain water or use of an existing spring. 

· Oslo Accords placed 61% of West bank in Area C, under control of Israel.  This was a “temporary” 18 month arrangement, now in its 20th year.  Permit process is through Civil Administration of IDF; permits are rarely issued. 

· When Palestinians are issued well-drilling permit it is limited to shallow depths, while Israeli wells are permitted to drill as needed for best yield. 
· Israel’s barrier wall was routed to maximize capture of well-fields on the Israeli side, leaving populated Palestinian areas on the “dry side” of the wall. 
Effects:

· Access to water by Palestinians is about 13 gallons/ day – about ½ the minimum level recommended by WHO. 

· West Bank Israeli settlers (about 0.5 million) consume as much water as the 2.3 million West Bank Palestinians. 

· To boost insufficient supplies, Palestinians must buy water [their water] back from Israel: about 50 MCM/ year. 

· Palestinians in the West Bank pay four to five times what Israelis pay for water.

The Gaza Case: 
· The southern end of the Coastal Aquifer is the only source of water for the 1.5+ million residents, but is one of several sources for Israel. 

· Sustainable yield of this aquifer (55 MCM) falls far short of requirements. Gaza water users are over-pumping the aquifer, so water quality has deteriorated. Needed water is purchased from Israel. 
· Desalination of sea water would be possible, but is very energy intensive.  

· Natural gas fields were test-drilled in 1999 – 2000 off the coast of Gaza by British Gas, under contract to PA    Use of this resource would make the desalination option affordable. 

· Israel begins reducing the permissible range of Gaza fishing boats, 

· 2006 – 7: Israel negotiates with British Gas to bypass Palestine in development of natural gas field. BG withdrew from deal with Israel, closes office. 

· 2008: Israel launches “Cast Lead” attacks on Gaza.
· 2014: Israel launches “Operation Protective Edge” upon Gaza 

· 2015: No recent news about any attempts by any Palestinian entity to revive process to extract gas. 
References:
References relating to International practices regarding relationships between the Party capturing land in wartime and the inhabitants of the captured lands: 

A. Appropriation of Property: The four Geneva Conventions (with the Fourth being adopted in 1949) all have the following acts as constituting “grave breaches” of the Conventions: 
“…and extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.” 

B. Transfer of Civilians: 

Additional Protocol of the fourth Geneva Convention: Further lists as “grave breaches” of the Protocol: 

4. In addition to the grave breaches defined in the preceding paragraphs and in the Conventions, the following shall be regarded as grave breaches of this Protocol, when committed willfully and in violation of the Conventions or the Protocol:

(a) the transfer by the occupying Power of parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies, or the deportation or transfer of all or parts of the population of the occupied territory within or outside this territory, in violation of Article 49 of the Fourth Convention;

 C. Access to Water: 

Article 1(2) of the 1966 United Nations Human Rights Covenants: 
“All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic cooperation, based on the principle of mutual benefit and international law .”

Geneva Convention 4 Art. 147.  

Grave breaches to which the preceding Article relates shall be those involving any of the following acts, if committed against persons or property protected by the present Convention: wilful killing, torture or inhuman treatment, including biological experiments, wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health, unlawful deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement of a protected person, compelling a protected person to serve in the forces of a hostile Power, or wilfully depriving a protected person of the rights of fair and regular trial prescribed in the present Convention, taking of hostages and extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.
Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Geneva, 12 August 1949.
Art. 49. Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless of their motive.
Nevertheless, the Occupying Power may undertake total or partial evacuation of a given area if the security of the population or imperative military reasons so demand. Such evacuations may not involve the displacement of protected persons outside the bounds of the occupied territory except when for material reasons it is impossible to avoid such displacement. Persons thus evacuated shall be transferred back to their homes as soon as hostilities in the area in question have ceased.
The Occupying Power undertaking such transfers or evacuations shall ensure, to the greatest practicable extent that proper accommodation is provided to receive the protected persons that the removals are effected in satisfactory conditions of hygiene, health, safety and nutrition, and that members of the same family are not separated.
The Protecting Power shall be informed of any transfers and evacuations as soon as they have taken place.
The Occupying Power shall not detain protected persons in an area particularly exposed to the dangers of war unless the security of the population or imperative military reasons so demand.
The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.
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