	Arguments Being Made 
Against BDS
	
	Our Reply

	The goal of BDS is the destruction of Israel. 
	
	BDS is a non-violent movement, founded by more than 170 civil society organizations — human rights groups, women’s cooperatives, teachers’ organizations, social service agencies, and political parties. BDS calls for: 

· An end to Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land.

· Full equality under the law for all inhabitants of Israel/Palestine.  
· Recognition of the right of return in accordance with international law.

BDS does not seek to destroy Israel but to encourage the government of Israel to comply with international law and UN resolutions. The rule of law is a fundamental principle of democracy and compliance with international humanitarian law is in the best interests of BOTH Palestinians AND Israelis. 

	Right of Return means the destruction of Israel
	
	This argument presumes that under a right of return, the Palestinian population in Israel proper would grow to outnumber the Jewish population, thereby destroying Israel as a Jewish majority state. Any agreement between the two peoples could easily avert this possibility. In 1949 Israel agreed to the right of return as a condition of membership in the United Nations (UNGA Resolutions 194 & 273). As stated by a Palestinian refugee living in the U.S.: “It’s about acknowledgment. Most of the refugees are not going to go back to their homes in Israel. But you have to give them the right to choose.” As an affirmation of humanity, the right of return must be acknowledged.



	BDS seeks to isolate Israel
	
	BDS’s call for compliance with international law stands in stark contrast to Israeli policies that routinely employ forced removal and land seizures to isolate Palestinians from their ancestral homes and villages.



	BDS is anti-Semitic
	
	Opponents of BDS allege that criticism of Israel for its noncompliance with international law is motivated by anti-Semitism. Their logic unjustly implicates Palestinians as anti-Semites. BDS is explicitly anti-racist. The global BDS movement, which includes Jews of conscience, has consistently adopted a rights-based approach and anti-racist platform that rejects all forms of racism, including anti-Semitism: http://goo.gl/6JzTHb.  



	The U.S. must stand with Israel because it is the only democracy in the Middle East.
	
	The Israeli government privileges Jews over other peoples. In Israel proper, more than 50 laws discriminate against Palestinians; and 1,200 Jewish towns, but not a single Palestinian town, have been established since 1948. In the West Bank, a single territory, Israel applies two systems of law: a civilian court system for Israeli citizens and a military court system for Palestinian residents. Under this institutionalized discrimination, Palestinians are denied the legal protections Jews have. In Israel and the West Bank, Palestinians, especially journalists, who speak out against the military occupation are imprisoned.



	Israel is an important ally in the fight against Islamic extremism.


	
	Within the West Bank, the Israeli government confiscates Palestinian land for illegal settlements and the illegal separation wall, leaving Palestinians without the ability to form a contiguous state. Common sense and U.S. documents reveal that American support for Israel’s inhumane 48-year long military occupation is a principal recruiting tool for extremist Islamist groups.



	The international community should not interfere in “our” bilateral negotiations.


	
	The Israeli government uses bilateral negotiations as a smokescreen to disguise its true motives. Peace has always been secondary to the acquisition of more land. Since the 1993 Oslo Accords, Israel has doubled the number of settlers in the West Bank, knowing that doing so inhibits the possibility of a two-state solution. Center-left Israeli political leader, Tzipi Livni: “Israel takes more land [so] that the Palestinian state will be impossible . . . the Israel policy is to take more and more land day after day and that at the end of the day we’ll say that is impossible, we already have the land and we cannot create the state.”




BDS is being attacked—not for what it is, but for what it is not.

